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Come, let us sing a song, a song declaring that we belong to Jesus, He is all we need.  

Lift up a heart of praise, sing now with voices raised to Jesus, sing to the King!  

composed by Foote 

 

I have the neat opportunity to lead chapel for our Weekday School children 

throughout the year, and at our first chapel of 2012, we learned the statement: òI will do a new 

thing,ó a short way to remember many of the Psalms and parts of Isaiah. In the Psalms we hear the 

words òsing a new song.ó In Isaiah, we hear God say òI am doing a new thing.ó There is a sense of 

God making all things new as we live further into 2012, and as we begin to think about spring 

coming. God is doing a new thing in us, and God is teaching us a new song, new ways to share the 

Christian message! Last year, God did new things in and through us individually and corporately, 

and we celebrated those things in our January newsletter. Because Godõs mercy is new every 

morning, we also believe that God will do new things in us again this year! We have the chance to 

grow in faith as we walk further down the road of discipleship, and we have the chance to grow in 

faith and strength as a church as we reach out more and more to our community and world. In this 

edition of the St. James Journal, you will read about how some of the plans that were begun last 

year are moving into real time use. You will read about plans that are still in the works for ministry 

that will occur this year. In all of this reading, I invite you to reflect on how God is doing a new 

thing in us! And I invite you to reflect on how God is calling YOU to be part of the new things!  
 

As we welcome one another in Christian love every week, I invite you to welcome your neighbor, 

whether you have known them for a long time or have just met them today. As we invite our 

community to join us in the adventures of worship and discipleship, I encourage you to look 

carefully for those who need the love, care and encouragement of God, working through the church 

at St. James. As we hear the calls to ministry ð ministry in worship leadership, ministry in 

teaching, ministry in welcoming, ministry in setting up chairs, ministry in many ways ð I encourage 

you to listen carefully for how God can use you to share the love of Christ with our neighbors!  
 

And as you listen, respond and participate, remember that you are singing the songs of praise, with 

voices raised to Jesus!  
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 What Is Real Love  
 

Since Valentine Day is soon, I thought I would write about love, love, love.  

Some of you may remember a song by Lionel Richie and Diana Ross. It was about what every 

couple standing before the altar of marriage hope for: "Endless Love." Unfortunately, òEndless 

Loveó just isn't possible separate from the love Paul described in 1st Corinthians 13. All these 

thoughts were reinforced in verse 8 when Paul drew his argument to a close by stating "Love never 

fails."  

Real love is a survivor. Real love can endure anything because it finds its source and life in God.  

Paul made it clear that other things such as prophecy, tongues, and knowledge, are temporary, 

incomplete, and unreliable. But never love. By the strength and grace of God, real love can survive 

anything. Real love can survive betrayal and distrust. It can survive disappointment and moral 

failure. It can rise above the insults and envy of people who consider us their enemy.   Even when 

our relationships change due to human choices, the love of God can cause us to pray and, where 

possible, to act in behalf of another person.  It is this love that reflects the heart of Christ and 

reveals the wonderful change that only He can make in a life. It is real love.  

Iõm sure the question of your heart is, "Where can I find this real love?" I am so happy to tell you 

the wonderful news. You are already loved . In the most familiar verse in the Bible we are told, 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life " (Jn. 3:16).  

To those who believe, in the gospel of Matthew Jesus described the scope of God's love.  To His 

disciples Jesus said, " Do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What 

shall we wear?'  After all, these are things the Gentiles seek.  Your heavenly Father knows that you 

need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 

shall be added to you " (Mt. 6:31 -33). It is only when we believe we are loved in this way that we 

have the security we need to take the risk of loving others.  

Have you taken the first step of finding love in the Person and actions of Christ? Have you 

entrusted yourself to Him? Have you believed the Bible when it says Christ died for your sins?  

This is the starting point. Acknowledge your need of Christ. It is in Christ that we find the love of 

God, and it is in Him that we see what it means to live in the kind of love Paul described. He is the 

One who calls us not merely to a higher standard but to let Him live His life through us.  
 

Be Godõs Valentine in 2012. 

Peggy Biggers  

Lay Leader  

The United Methodist Men will host their annual Ladies Night on 

February 10 th . The evening will start at 6:30 with a time of 

fellowship.  This will be followed at 7:00 with a meal catered by Mrs. 

Parker and will end with musical entertainment. The event is open to 

all church members at a cost of $12 per person.  We look forward to 

seeing each of you there for an evening of fellowship, good food and 

entertaining music. If you plan to attend, please contact Julian 

Bridgers, Steve Betts, or Milburn Holbrook.  
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Over the past several weeks, the various groups working on beginning and firmly establishing 

Common Thread have been seen in the halls talking about plans, seen in rooms working on plans, 

and seen in Carson Hall watching the progress of our renovation and of our new music group (still 

in the naming stage!) rehearsing. And it has been so amazing to watch and see how God has 

provided for every step along the way! We have band members, and instruments, and music! We 

have sound equipment, and people who know how to use it! We have a marketing group that has 

prepared creative ways of communicating our new worship service to the community! We have a 

furnishings committee that is preparing our worship space for that very important use: the worship 

of our Lord God Almighty! We have our Evangelism Committee preparing to welcome newcomers, 

and we have our Trustees working on expanding our parking options.  
 

As we move into the implementation of Common Thread, the first months will be exciting as we do 

this new thing. There will also be challenges ñthings we need to address along the way. As we live 

into this year, we want to encourage everyone to keep our eyes focused on the goal: To reach for 

Jesus the unchurched and previously churched members of our community by not only beginning 

but firmly establishing Common Thread as a means of the worship of God in a different style than 

takes place in our Sanctuary.  
 

EVERY ONE  of us is called to be involved in some way ñthrough prayer, through invitation. Some 

are called in leadership ways. Others are called in greeting ways. Some are called in parking lot 

ways. Others are called in musical ways. But all of us are called, because this is an act of the entire 

body! Please join in the work!  

 

CURRENT MINISTRY NEEDS:   

Video Operators: One way in which we need a group of volunteers is in running our weekly video 

files; we are beginning with PowerPoint as our primary software, and will need one volunteer per 

week to keep our service moving forward by projecting the right slides at the right times! We would 

like a team of 4 to participate in this ministry. Please call Kim Lamb to volunteer your time, energy, 

and  talent!  
 

Chair Ministry:  This team will work to set up Carson Hall for worship each week ñplacing chairs, 

putting the table furnishings on the table, and making sure that all of Carson Hall is neat, tidy and 

ready for worship. We would like to have teams of 3 or 4, and we would like to have more than one 

team.  This will enable us to accommodate everyoneõs schedules. Please talk with Kim Lamb if you 

would be willing to have Chair Ministry in your schedule!  
 

Are You a Talker?  Members of our congregation will share the morning announcements each 

week, and will lead in other parts of the service as well. See Kim Lamb to ask for more information!  
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Habitat for Humanity 

Update  
 

We have one more Saturday 

workday for our Habitat homes 

for this year! Please sign up for 

Saturday, March 10, from 8:30 to 

4:00! The sign up sheet is on the 

bulletin board in the Carson Hall lobby. The March 

Saturday will be our turn to provide lunch for our work 

crews, so there are additional opportunities for 

everyone. Our United Methodist Men will provide 

lunch that day!  
 

For those who would like additional opportunities to 

serve during the week at our two homesites, there are 

Wednesday and Friday work opportunities weekly. 

Please see Kim Lamb for information about getting 

involved in the Habitat weekday work.  
 

Please talk with Kim Lamb about your questions 

(kim@stjamesraleigh.org)!  

TIME   TO   FOCUS   ON   

PHOTOGRAPHS     

If you have any church photos, please 

give a copy to Helen McGee. They will 

be forwarded to the website coordinator 

as needed. Please note the event and 

the date on each item. You may pass 

them along via cd or email.  

Welcome to our new year 2012!!  

We have many new events. Here is a list of important decisions made in 

January.  
 

The UMW Executive Board met January 16 to discuss the coming year.  
 

1. The LOTS training was held on January 21. All officers were asked to 

attend this training session to learn more about their job.  

2. We will not have a Spring Fundraiser this year but we voted to have a 

Homemade Chicken Pot Pie Sale on February 5 after each church service. The 

pies will be pre -sold for $12.00 each. After we receive all the orders, each circle will help make 

the same recipe for Chicken Pot Pies. The cut -off date for orders is February 1. We hope this 

will be a great success.  

3. We will host a mission study on Haiti at St. James on March 10. Helen Little will give the 

presentation. We will have light breakfast at 8:00 am and the study will be from 9:00 am to 1:00 

pm. 

4. The UMW Yard Sale is scheduled for Saturday, September 15.  

5. The Lifetime Membership requirements were changed from 25 years to 20 years.  

6. Copies of the UMW Reading Program books are available in the church library and were given 

to the circle chairpersons.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Johnson, UMW president.  
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Heaven is for Real , a little boyõs astounding story of 

his trip to heaven and back  

by Todd Burpo, with Lynn Vincent  
  

Whatõs your idea of the perfect book?  If your criteria include a 

gripping story of the trials and joys of a young family, written in 

an easy-to-read conversational style, then this is the book for 

you.  If you want drama and comedy, tears and laughter, all on 

the same page, this is the book for you.  If you want a book that 

can be read in a single, dedicated afternoon or evening, this is 

the one for you.  Heaven is for Real  is the true story of Pastor 

Todd and his young family in rural Nebraska. It describes a time in their lives that was both 

physically difficult and spiritually astonishing.  And remember, heõs a pastor!  It presents a unique 

perspective on life here and hereafter.  To quote another reviewer, òItõs a book that will not only 

make you love God more and fear death less, but it will help you understand that heaven is not a 

place where we just sit around for a thousand years singing ôKumbayaõó (reviewer Sheila Walsh ).  

Youth and adults of all ages will find the story both heart -wrenching and heart -warming.  This 

bestseller is available in the St. James Library now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Easter Egg Hunt       

      March 25  

Weekend of Grace: Golf, Bike, Walk/Run  

April 27 -29 

Fall Festival  

October 28 
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So that All May Sit...  
 

The chair project is moving forward! We have received contributions to provide for 18 chairs so far! 

Chairs cost $25 each and contributions for our new chairs should be marked for òCarson Hall 

Chairs.ó It is our goal to provide 50-75 new chairs for Carson Hall, and then 

to continue replacing chairs as our current chairs wear out. The new chairs 

selected are comfortable for sitting, and have a higher back than the chairs 

we have used. They are also more easily cleaned than the chairs we 

currently use.  
 

Thanks in advance for your support!  
 

Carson Hall has new furnishings!  
 

On January 22, we consecrated Carson Hall for worship, along with all the new furnishings 

which grace the space! As we have shared in previous newsletters, our stage and our baseboard 

trim were built by our worshipping family here at St. James.  
 

New additions include the curtain which sets off the stage, the curtains for the windows, the 

coverings for the partitions, all of which were made from one large curtain! We have talented 

seamstresses (Kathleen Snyder, Andra Cook, Mickey Strong) who handled the alterations, and 

the result is fantastic!  
 

Our table was built by Julian Bridgers, using the top of the old Sanctuary organ and some new 

walnut legs.  
 

Our cross was provided by Clayton Jenkins, and is made of worm -eaten dogwood.  
 

Our chalice, paten, baptismal bowl and pitcher, and candleholders are pottery, thrown by Doug 

DeBastiani.  
 

Our plants  are being maintained by Kim Estep.  
 

Our  sound console is the cabinet of the old organ, and was refurbished by Julian Bridgers.  

 

God has blessued us richly!  

  Training Session for Lay Readers  
Another training session for lay readers in traditional worship will beheld on February 12, 2012, at 

5:00 pm in the sanctuary. Each reader attends one of these sessions, designed to put the reader at 

ease and make smooth transitions during the service. The training will explain the readerõs role in 

worship and will include preparation and scheduling details, for Sundays beginning in March, as 

well as practice at the microphone. Several members have expressed an interest in attending this 

session, and there is room for more. You do not need to pre -register, but contact Worship Team 

Chair Sue King (sue@stjamesraleigh.org) if you need more information.  
 

Note: This session is designed around the 8:30 and 11:00 worship services. A 

separate training session for Common Thread will be scheduled at a later 

date. 
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February 19  

February 20  

February 22  

February 14  

February 26  

Special Days in February  
March 

February 20, 2012 
Email articles to office@stjamesraleigh.org 

MealTrain is a ministry of 

the Congregational Care 

Council here at St. James.  

When a family needs meals 

(homecooked or nice 

takeout), volunteers sign up 

via the MealTrain website 

where you will conveniently find a calendar 

informing you of open dates as well as 

directions to the home and details about meal 

preferences.  Currently we have one 

MealTrain active and the link to that for the 

Harris family is http://www.mealtrain.com/?

id=me9ft2bpwnct .  Contact Helen McGee with 

questions or to submit your email to be on the 

volunteer list.   


